
From the Desk of Dr. Klett

The fall season is turning to winter here in Fort Collins since we have had a couple
snows and several hard freezes in between warm weather. In the annual garden,
both the ground beds and containers have been cleaned and dead plants
composted. The final 2020 report has been published and you should have
received a copy via email. If you did not receive a copy please email me at
jim.klett@colostate.edu for a copy or it can be found on our website
flowertrials.colostate.edu

Our efforts now have shifted to our three year Perennial and Cool Season Trials.
The formal report from the three year perennial trial should be finished by mid-

December. The winners of our “Top Performer” perennials are listed in this newsletter. All of this
information will also be up on our website soon. The winners of the 2020 Annual and Perennial Trials will
be announced at upcoming state educational shows virtually this year. Information about these winners
have already been sent out for our “Best of” annuals and will be shortly for our “Top Performer”
perennials.

I want to state my sincere thanks and appreciation to all who made our Annual, Perennial, and Cool
Season Trials possible in this different 2020. Without your continual support we could not continue to do
these trials here at Colorado State University.

I want to especially thank Lauryn Schriner for the excellent job she did as the Annual Trial Garden
coordinator this 2020 very different trialing year. Lauryn now will put her efforts towards finishing the
requirements for the Master of Science degree in the Department. She is turning over the Annual Trail
Garden coordinator position to Shelia Prentice, also a Master of Science candidate in the Department. I
hope the transition will go well and she will fill Lauryn’s footsteps excellently.

2020 "Top Performer" Perennial Winners

The results are in and we are excited to announce the 2020 "Top Performer" Perennials! Winners of the
"Top Performer" award are selected by a different process than the "Best Of" Annual winners. Since
individual perennials often peak at different times of the year, evaluators meet and review photos that
were taken every two weeks during the growing season for the entire trial period of two winters and three
growing seasons. Data tabulated by the student coordinator throughout the season is also taken into
consideration during the process. The evaluators are members from the Perennial Trial Garden sub-
committee which is made up of professionals from the local Green Industry as well as staff from Colorado
State University. A perennial entry is only considered for the "Top Performer" award if it has maintained
superior performance in the ground for two winters and three growing seasons.

Allium ‘Summer Beauty’  (Allium lusitanicum) from Stonehouse Nursery, LLC

Soft lavender blue flowers were prolific and brought strong flower power later in the summer. Flowers
were relatively tall and held above foliage for maximum show but had good structure and did not lodge.
Plant were uniform and very attractive with glossy, green flat leaf blades.



Echinacea ‘Sombrero® Tres Amigos’ (Echinacea x hybrida) from Darwin Perennials

Flowers were unique with an “evolution of color” that results in three different shades of color during the
season. Blooms were vibrant with a rich saturated color. Abundant flowers remained in bloom a long time
and created an impressive overall show. Plants had a good growth habit with strong branching and no
disease.



Penstemon ‘DAKOTA™ Burgundy’ (Penstemon digitalis) from Terra Nova Nurseries

Dark burgundy foliage was a key reason for the superior rating. Multiple shades of burgundy added
interest to the dark foliage and help make the white/lavender flower color really stand out. Blooms are
very prolific with a long flowering period. It was noted that although the flowers are very impressive, the
plant looks very showy even when not in flower due to the attractive dark foliage that remained clean all
season and never had got “floppy ear”. Plants were very reliable and had 100% survival over three
seasons.



Phlox ‘Ka-Pow®’ series (Phlox paniculata)  from Darwin Perennials

Evaluators were impressed with the entire series as all had similar height, were very uniform and resistant
to powdery mildew. Flowers had a long period of bloom with no color fade. Series had a range of colors
that went from soft lavender to a vibrant pink. The pink entry was noted to have some shades of coral
which is unique to Phlox.

Phlox ‘Ka-Pow®’ Lavender



Phlox ‘Ka-Pow®’ Pink

Salvia ‘Blue by You’ (Salvia nemerosa) by Darwin Perennials

Vibrant blue flowers were very showy with prolific amounts of blooms early in the season and an
impressive repeat later in the season after a hard cut back of old blooms. The unique blue color is a great
addition to the pallet of Salvia colors in the trade and evaluators said they “had to go see it” from across
the garden.



Introducing New 2021 Annual Flower Trial Student Coordinator - Sheila Prentice

Sheila Prentice graduated from CSU in the fall of 2018 with a B.S. in
environmental horticulture, concentrating in nursery and landscape management.
During her time as an undergrad, she worked in landscape maintenance and
nursery production. After graduating, she took a position in container production
at Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery. She returned to CSU in the fall of 2019 to
pursue a master's degree working under Dr. Jim Klett. Her goal is to someday
have a career in horticultural extension. Sheila is looking forward to the
opportunity to coordinate the annual trial for the 2021 season. 

Parting Thoughts from 2020 Annual Trial Student Coordinator - Lauryn Schriner

The Annual Flower Trial Garden is all finished for the 2020 trial year. The beds
are cleaned up and the containers are bare. Thank you to everyone involved in
the trials this year, it was another successful year for CSU. The garden was a
huge draw due to pandemic restrictions and even as the weather has started to
turn, you would still find people there throughout the day. I want to especially
thank my crew for their excellent work this year in the trial gardens Emily, Basil,
and Tate were very hardworking and the beautiful garden showed it! The final
report is finished and has been sent out and is available on our website. I am
excited to pass the torch and experience gained this season to the 2021 trial
garden coordinator, Shelia Prentice.

Volunteer Viewpoint - Bev Shaw

Hi! I’m Bev Shaw, volunteer in the Perennial Demonstration Garden. I studied
horticulture at Purdue University and stayed in West Lafayette where I did
perennial design and production, then became a certified arborist and
greenspace administrator for the city. I also did all the fun stuff like starting our
farmers market, a local art fair, our public arts team and worked with our Tree
Friends pruning city street trees each week. 
We moved to Fort Collins in March and I found myself visiting the CSU
gardens each week, determined to learn some of the plants that are new to me.
So many plants that thrive in Colorado just rot in Indiana! I was thrilled when
Dr. Klett agreed to let me volunteer and I’ve thoroughly enjoyed spending this



growing season helping Madison tend the perennials a couple times each
week. 

I also volunteer at the Gardens on Spring Creek and for Plant Select and I’m
working on our own landscape design which includes removing all the turf in
the backyard and installing xeric plants. I have a webpage (also on Facebook
and Instagram) called Botaniquest where I share horticultural finds including
garden centers, nurseries and botanic gardens just so more people know
about them. I’ll get back to work on that this winter with a new Colorado slant.
I’m not entirely one dimensional! I also enjoy playing violin, cooking--
especially dishes from the Middle East lately, trying to keep track of my two
grown “boys”-- and hiking Colorado’s beautiful mountains.

Notes from Cool Season Trial Student Coordinator - Lauryn Schriner

The cool season plants are braving the cold and snow! Many of the violas and
pansies are flowering despite multiple days of snow coverage. The flowering kale
varieties are holding up well and putting on new growth. Throughout the winter
these plants will establish their roots and come spring they will be a beautiful
sight. Brighten up your winter and visit the trial gardens to see these thriving cold
season plants. 

Visit our website

http://flowertrials.colostate.edu

